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ragement from our laff, to think that 
the Neceflities any Man is driven to, 
excufe the Guile of any Difhoneft Praétice, 
and fo pervert the Innocent Defign of this 


I Hope no Body will take Encourage- 


Paper. 


No, no, Gentlemen, you will fee the 


3 Crime lyes deeper than the Faét’; Neceffity 


wil! make us all Thieves, but the Crime 


s im tive Caufe of that Neceffity 3 and he that 


will ;::partially examine his Circumftan- 
ces, 27d place things in a True Light, 
will fee, that the Methods to bring him ine 
to that Neceffity, Governthe Cafe. 

"Tis a Crime to Kill a Max, but if Ne- 
ceffity of S:lf-Prefervation, War, or Juftice 
demand it ; ’tis not only Lawful, bus ¢ Du- 
ty 3 youare driven toa Neceflity, you mu/t 


2 : run in Debt or be Undone, which is juft the 


fame thing, with Starve or StealommmBut 
what brought you to this Neceility, and 
why did you not ftop in Time, when you 
might have redeem’d your felf from this 
Neceflity, and been Preferw’d ? There lay she 
Crime, and thus we bring our felves un- 
der a Neceffity, which Nature cannot 
refift. 

Now as this is an Argument to be us’d to 
the Debtor, fo it turns hard upon the Cre- 
ditor; if you will force Mem to run upon 
Extremities, and di.ve them into Mifery 3 
tho’ they are Knaves inthe Faé, the Crime 
lyes in the Caufe, and your Cruelty is the 
Unnatural Occafion. 

It muft therefore be rational, to Ex- 
courage Men to be Honeft, and give them 
room to Diicharge the Man of Confcience ; 
if you will tempt Mankind, Tempe them a 


— 


' 


be Honeft ; tet Honefty have a Reward An- 
next to it, as that Knavery fhould have the 
Panifhment. 

I have on feveral ocenfions Exprefs’d my 
felf, with,a fincere Refentment againft that 
moft Barbarous Law, of Perpetual Impri- 
fonment for Debt ;, and I cannot but think, 
I have had good reafon 5 but the Cla- 
mour againft the Law, will entirely ceafe, 
if a Door of Safety and Liberty be Open’d 
to Honeft Mens for no Law can be too 
Severe fora Debtor, that can Pay, and will 
not, or that will not Pay to the extent of 
his Ability ; for the Cafe would then be 
plain, no Man could then be Puuifh’d 
but the Wilful Obftinaté Knave. 
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Now if the Man valu’d bjs Money, bee 


fore bie Liberty, if he Chofe the Gaol, be 
fore the Honefit Man, it is his own Choice, 


no body ought to refule it him ; let him 1 


lye, and let whocan Pity him. 

Nor can any Law be too Severe, topult 
up that Wood of Trade-Pyrates by the Roots, 
I mean the Mint ; for if a due Encourage. 


ment were given, to Infolyent Debtoss to © 


come in, there needs no Place of Retreat; 
the Honeft Debtor will find 4 Sanduary in 
bis Creditors, he need go no where elfe for 
it ; and as for the Knave, let him be usd 
like himfeif, viz. like the worft fort of 


Thief, he fhould be Taken and Punifh’d, — 


even from the very Horns of she Altar. 


MIscELLANEA. 


UT what now fhall I fay to the Let- 

ter in-the laft w 3; tis a Melan- 

choly Cafe, and I think my felt oblig’d 

tofpeak to it at large, and to that End I 

take the feave to Repeat the Letter it 
felf, as follows. 


SIR, 


' € 7 Ama Manreduc’d to Ill Circumftan- 


* | ces, by no Difhoneft Means, but the 
* meer Cafualties of the Times, and two 
“or three Unreafonable Creditors, have 
* purfu’d me to that Extremity, as to 


© take out Dead Warrants againft me, by 


© which if I am taken, I am certain to Pe- 
* rith in Mifery and Prifon, for 1 have not 
* only nothing toPay, buc not wherewith 
* co fubfift, nor any Friends to Affift me 
¢ ————- Now, Sir, ast am a Gentleman 
* Born, have had a Good Eftate, and have 


© not been Bred to Hardihips , I am per- 


* {waded I thall Dye if I fallin their Hands, 
* and therefore itis much more Eligible, 
* tu Dye like a Man, than be Starv’d like 


* a Dog; from whichConclufion, Fatways 
* go Arm’'d, refolving if Iam Attack’d by 


* any Body on this Murthering Account, 


“never to be Taken, but to Sell my Life 
* as Dear as I can, and Dye with my Sword. 
* in my Hand ; Pray, your Opinion, whe- 
© ther I may not Lawfallydo fu ; this Law 
* being abfolutely Repugnanttv the Law 


* of God, and fo void in its own Nea. 


* ture.” 
Your Humble Servant, &c. 


As this isa Cafe ftated alittle rough, 
and the Stile feems to Exprefs fome Con= 


fufion inthe Writer, ¥ fhall handle it the 
more tenderly ; I can readily allow a great: 


deal of Perplexity, Horror, and Diforder 
in the Mind of 4 Poor Gentleman, under the 
Anxiety of fuch a Circumftance , ex: 


pefting every Man he meets, may lay hold. 
S Age and Hurry bim to .an Irretrievable 
in. 


Good God ! Where was the Hamanity of 
our Mafters, when they made this Law 
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If nothing elfe was left behind them, but — 


this Aét, as a Specimen of High Church Le- 
vity, it were enough to Brand them with 


_ Chara&ers of Indelible Infamy, that fuch 


a thing fhould pafs recommended in their 
gery bors, though too long Adminiftca- 
ion ! 


Traycors, Martherers, and Felons, are 
fent to Newgate, wiiere they lye till the 
Seffion, and being Condemn’d, they Ob- 
tain the Mercy of the Gallows, and get a 
Gaol Delivery at St. TT BURN; buta 
Debtor lyes Languifhing and Starving, fure 
to Dye, but can’t obtain the Favour of 
Difpatch ; he Lingers out-his Days in Want, 
Hunger, . Cold, and Stench, till he En- 
vies the Felicity of thofe, that go to be 
Hang’d, and for want of Help, is driven 
to Difpatch bimfelf out of the way. . 

And yetall this Man’s Crime # Poverty; 
for God’s Sake, Gentlemen, contider what 
Scripture Law Punifhes Poverty with Death, 
er when was it made Felony, not to be 
able to Pay ? if then you will Eftablith 
Laws, Contradi€tory to the Law of God 
and Reafon, it muft be Lawful to Break 
them, ref/tthem, or any thing. 

But to come to the Letter, I muft An- 
fwer warily, But. Vil do it direétly al- 
fo ; Speaking of the Laws of the Land, it 
is not Lawful for you to retift the Per‘ons 
Executing this Warrant ; that is, fuppo- 
fing them to have 2 Legal Warrant, and 
themfelves to be proper Officers, duly 
Qualify’d to Execute it, and doing it in 
a Legal Manner. : 

Speaking of the Laws of God and Con- 
feience, and if they can be abftraéted from 
the Laws of the Land; I believe it might, 
and ovght robe refitted, for that I firn:ly 
believe it to be a Law, void in its own 
Nature, as againft the Lawsof God, and 
Reafon,and Nature, viz. the Great Law of 


Self Defence. 


That the Laws of the Land, and the 
Laws of Gad, should Clafh or Contra- 
di& one another, in this, or any other 
Cafe, I cannot Anfwer tor, and am Sorry 
to feee 


hr ew make their own Laws, and 
therefore are oblig’d by their own Volun. 
tary Confent, volenti non fit Injuria 5, eveo 
ry Man, as heis fuppos’d to be Included, 
or Reprefented in the ee eon may 
be faid to agree, both to the Command: 
and the Penalty of every Law, and there» 
fore cannot<be Injur’d, becaufe he gave 
bimfelf up tobe fo Difpos'd, if he came. 
within the reach of that Law. 

Bue take away she Civil Obligations .1 
cannot think there is a Moral Obligation 
to fucha Law, becaufe there is no Mo- 
rality in the Penalty of that Law, and 
 taaga as to eons of the Faét, 

ut Jes no Man prefume u min) 
I cannot deny it to be Lawful One 
SIST fuch a Law, and fhould be very 
apttodo it my felf, in a Caleof the 
hike Extremity. an ee 

Self-Prefer vation, is the frft and Sove- 
reign Law of Nature, and whatever Pow- 
eror Authority, makes that Criminat or 
Mortal, which is not fo by the Law of God 
or of Nature, tho” the Amthority be Le- 
gal, and therefore the Law regalar, and fo. 
Binding , if the kaw &- Morelly Buil, it 
ceafes to be.a Law to the Confeience, 

The Law Condemns a.Man for Theft ; 
to Steal is a Moral, as wellas a Civil 
Crime, and there a Man Sins, ai the 
Prodigal faid to his: Father, againft d&iea- 
ven and before thee ; but a Man may be my 
Debtor, and fo have Committed the Civil 
Crime, aed yet have been Guilty of noSin 
againft Heaven in it, becaufe he might not. 
have it in his Power to prevent.it. 

‘To Punifh then. with Death, for that 
which is not Morally Evil, maft be. Une 
juft and Injurious ; and I may Morally re-. 
fift fuch a Violence to the laff Extre- 
mity. 

T coaact but obferve bere alfo, that in 
the Execution of this Law, which already 
begins to grow‘ Scandalous for the Crnehy 
of it there is room left to Relieve in fome 
Part, viz. No Conftable is Bound to Exe- 
cute the Warrant ; the A@ fays, the Judge 
may Graot the. Warrant, and the ya 
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ble may Execute it, if he will, but it-does 
not-Enjoin him to do it, nor lay any Pe- 
nalty upon the Re-fufal ; and J refer co 
the Words of the A&, for che Truth of 
his. 

; Now if a Conftable will be made fuch 
a Tool, as to Ruinea Family, or Starve an 
Honeft Man, when withouc Penalty he 
may refufe, the Officious Wretch feems to 
me, to be Executing that Sathau- like Prine 
etple, Revenge; and I may, withouc any 
Breach of Morals, Defend my Life againft 
an Officious Hierling. : 

It was upon this Negative Obligation, 
that,as 1 have beentold,a Lite Worthy 
Judge .. +... Valu’d himfelf, chat he had. 
never Granted a Warrant upon this 
Aa. : » 

Upon the whole, Icannot think it advi- 
feable to the Eoquirer in this Cafe, to En- 
gage himfelf-in chis Matter; for tho’ the 
Morality of it to me feems Clear, yet the 
Laws of the Land are direétly againft 
him, and ’tis every Mans-Duty, to Sudmit 
to the Lawsof the Land ; and farther, and 
which tome is the Greateft Argument, 
becaufe the Law will purfue him to a grea- 
- ter Extremity, and he will Dye as a Ma- 

efa&or ; otherwife as to the Morality of it, 

1am clear, fo Barbarous, and in the Divine 

Law Unjuft a Force may be refitted, by 
whatfoever Power, or Law Impos’d. 


oo 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
Res Next Week will be Publifh'd, 
Srurv/is Palmariorum Mathefeos: Or, a New 
Introduction to the Mathematics, contai- 
ning the Principles of Arithmetic and Geoe 
metry Demonftrated, ina fhort and Eafie 
Method ; with their Application to the moft 
Uteful Parts thereof: As, Refolving o 
Equations, Infinite Seviessmaking the Logarithms 3 
Intercit, Simple and Compound ; the chief Pro- 
pettics of the Conic Sections ; Menfuration of 
Surfaces and Solids ; the Fundamental Precepts 
Of Perfpetive Trigonometry ; the Laws of 
Motion apply‘d to Mechanic Powers, Gunne 
&c. Defigned for the Benefit, and adapted to 
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Capacities of Beginners, By William Yones. Prine 


ted for Jeffery Wale, at the Angel in St Paul's 
Church-Yard, 1706. 


Pleafant Powder for the Heart- 

burn, being the moft infallible Re | 

medy in the World fog that troublefome Dif. 
temper. A little of 1c taken as directed gives 
rfect eafe in lefs thana Minute, and effe- — 
ually upon the fpor takes away all fowre — 
Belches, Pain of the Stomach, &c, tho’ never 
fo harp and uneafy. It has been experienced 
by Thoufands of Perfons to be the only 
and effectual Medicine for that illnefs 
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Mr. Beft at Will's Coffee-houfe ncar the 
Exchange, Cornhill. * 
il ‘HE Royal Effence for the Hairof 
the Head and Perriwigg, being the moft — 
delicate and charming Perfumein Nature, and 
the greateft Preferver of Hair inthe World, 
for it keeps that of Perriwigs (a much longer — 
time than ufual) in the Curl, and fair Hair 
from fading or changing colour, makes the _ 
Hair of the Head grow thick, ftrengthens 
and confirms its Roots, and effectually pre 
ventsit from falling off or fplitting at the — 
ends, makes the Powder continue in all Hair 
longer than it poffibly will, by the ufe of any — 
other thing. By -its incomparable Odour 
and Fragancy it ftrengthens the Brain, revives 
the Spirits quickens the Memory and makes 
the Heart chearful, never raifesthe Vapours — 
in Ladies, &c, being wholly free from (and a 
hundantly more ea and pleafant than) 
Musk, Civet, @c.’Tis indeed an unparalled 
fine Scent for the Pocket, and perfumes Hand- 
kerchiefs, &c. excellently. To be had only at 
Mr. cAllcrafts, a Toyshop at the Blue-Coat “ 
againft the Royal Exchange in Cornhill. Sealed up, 
at2s.6d.aBottle with Directions. Beware — 
of Counterfeits, fich are abroad, accompa- — 
ny’d with Bafe Infinuations, and Romantick 


pretences. lief 
Ju ih’d, a 


Geographical and Hiftorical Account o 
the haare age J of Catalonia, and Earle 
dom of Barcelopa, Containing the Defcripti- 
on of that Country and City, and of allo- — 
ther Places of Note, and its Principal Rivers, 
the Succeffion of its Princes, and all Notable _ 
Revolutions from the firft Ages, to this ; 


. Spree 
Ki fent time. London, Printed, and fold by Febn a. 
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